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Immediately after the Warren Commission Report 
was made public, the proverbial “powers-that-be” stuck 
to their guns about the lone nut theory. After the House 
Select Committee on Assassinations publicized doubts 
in 1979, the powers-that-be started with a new, ambigu- 
ous defense, “We’ll never know the truth.” Today, after 
Oliver Stone's JFK had made conspiracy theories the 
sushi of the 90's, the powers-that-be are in quite a pre- 
dicament 

Hence, a new and creative approach has been 
taken. Since just about everyone -except the New York 
Times , Washington Post and Walter Cronkite-now be- 
lieves that Kennedy was killed as part of a conspiracy, 
it became necessary for the powers-that-be to fabricate 
possible conspiracy theories that are far more palatable 
than the standard military-industrial complex cabaL 
Simply put, if the powers-that-be convince us that, say, 
the Mafia killed the president, the public wouldn’t re- 
volt, would they? Propaganda at its finest 

Fitting neatly in the “palatable conspiracy theory” 
category is Mortal Error , Bonar Menninger' s treatment 
of gun expert Howard Donahue’s theory that JFK was 
killed through a tragic accident Mortal Error presents 
a convincing, well-written and meticulously researched 
dissertation that attempts to prove that Secret Service 
man, George Hickey, accidentally Bred the shot that 
killed the president. Many photos document Hickey 
standing, AR-15 sub-machine gun in hand, in the fol- 
low-up car in Kennedy's motorcade. This book goes 
ooe step further. 

Mortal Error does not doubt that Oswald fired 
upon JFK and that no conspirators were present, mind 
you, it just declares that the final bead shot was deliv- 
ered by Hickey. While Howard Donahue's research and 
knowledge are admirable, this has to win the award for 
the most palatable conspiracy theory of all time. 



An accident, and a pristine one at that 

Mortal Error goes as far as claiming that Kennedy 
would have died from Oswald’s bullet-thus, Hickey is 
not guilty of unintentional murder. Plus, the possibility 
that the Secret Service was involved in a massive con- 
spiracy is squashed. Based on tbe myriad questions 
swirling around that fateful day in Dallas, it's cynical 
wondering if Agent Hickey didn't have ulterior mo- 
tives. Such is the tangled web of Nov. 22, 1963. One 
shouldn’t be surprised to soon see a book claiming that 
JFK committed suicide in Dealy Plaza. Where will this 
all end? 

Reviewed by: Mickey Z. 



Dirty Mosey: The Inside Story of BCCL. By Mark 

Potts, Nicholas Kochan and Robert Whittington. 

National Press Books. Washington. D.C. 1992., 275 p., 
$21.95. 



One of the biggest political and banking scandals to 
surface in recent years concerns the Bank of Credit and 
Commerce International aka, the Bank of Crooks and 
Criminals, so named because of its world-wide money- 
launderings schemes and fraudulent business dealings. 

The fallout of tbe BCCI scandal is still with us in 
the form of federal indictments of Clark Clifford and 
his business partner, Robert Altman, who were at the 
top of the pyramid of BCCI. 

Tbe banking scandal has gone to print with a series 
of new books on the BCCI affair, tbe first being, Dirty 
Money. The Inside Story of BCCI written by three out- 
standing business reporters. 

Dirty Money covers all aspects of the rise and fall 
of BCCI, a bank that was to be the focus of business 
dealings in the Third World, operated by men not made 
of Wall Street or tbe London Financial Banking Center. 
As told by the authors, BCCI and its founder, Pakistani, 
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Review Board, the purpose being to prevent printing 
classified information. Informed scholars know that the 
CIA can classify ANY data it does not want to reveal 
for any reason, but Honorable Treachery can be rec- 
ommended as a good introduction to our covert history. 



reviewed by Theresa Seay. 



JFK. The Last Dissenting Witness. By Bill Sloan 
with Jean Hill. Pelican Publishing Company, 
Gretna, 1992, 255 p. 



Of the scores of witnesses in Dealey Plaza on 
November 22, 1963 who saw and beard the tumult of 
events that lead to the death of President John F. 
Kennedy, only one woman who has stubbornly held her 
firm conviction that the Warren Commission's findings 
were wrong, is still alive. 

Her name is Jean HilL 

Mrs. Hill was standing only a few feet from the 
president's car when the fatal bullets struck him. If her 
story, which she kept from the public for almost thirty 
years, can be believed, then the events surrounding the 
assassination of President Kennedy are wrong. 

In her new book, Jean Hill and veteran writer Bill 
Sloan, retell her almost three decade long search for the 
troth and the series of twists and turns that almost ended 
her life. 

In JFK The Last Dissenting Witness, Jean Hill tells 
her own personal story of one ordinary woman's fateful 
brush with history, one, that she never intended to 
make. 

Mrs. Hill recounts how she and her friend Mary 
Moorman were standing yards from JFK when he was 
struck. She insists that shots came from the grassy knoll 
in front of the limousine and, according to her best rec- 
ollections, she saw a man resembling Jack Ruby, run- 
ning from the School Book Depository in the direction 
of the “shooter” in Dealey Plaza. 

Mrs. Hill tells in a gripping narrative how she was 
busded away by “Secret Servicemen” right after the as- 
sassination, was told to forget what she saw and never 
talk about it again. She describes her years long ques- 
tioning by Dallas FJBJ. agent Gordon Shanklin who al- 
ternatively praised and thre atened her. 

But JFK The Last Dissenting Witness is more than 
just another assassination story. In the book, Jean Hill 
describes her long standing relationship with Dallas 
motorcycle officer J.B. Marshall who was riding near 



the president’s limousine when the shots were fired. 
Marshall had his own dissenting views of what hap- 
pened and together they spent years talking about what 
they had seen. In the end, the marriage that Jean hoped 
would materialize with J.B. never came to fruition and 
from that moment on, Jean’s life would tum into one 
nightmare after another. 

Mrs. Hill describes her “accidents" while driving 
around Dallas, her never-ending series of dead end jobs 
and her attempt at suicide. 

The last part of the book tells of Jean’s contact by 
Oliver Stone in the beginning stages of his movie, JFK 
and how she finally came to put the horror of that 
November day behind her. 

As Jean writes about her experience with destiny, 
*T am just an ordinary person whom fate happened to 
place in a certain spot at a certain time... The only thing 
T m 100 percent sure of is what 1 saw and heard. " 

In JFK The Last Dissenting Witness , Jean Hill tells 
in a heart-felt and passionate fashion one woman’s 
struggle with her own nightmares and her rebirth. 



The Presidency of JFK By Jam« Giglio. 
University Press of Kansas, 1992, 334 p.,$29.95. 



The Presidency of John F. Kennedy deals specifical- 
ly with the agenda and style of the Kennedy administra- 
tion. Giglio, a historian and author of two previous 
books, focuses on Kennedy’s legislative priorities, what 
he was able to accomplish, what he was not, and what 
was ignored. 

Kennedy’s program was broken into two areas by 
Giglio, his foreign relations, and his domestic policies. 
The author’s attention to foreign affairs is relevant to 
the priorities the President himself gave to international 
matters. As he became President, his immediate prob- 
lems became cold war situations in Berlin, Cuba and 
Laos. Giglio detail how Kennedy worked within the ad- 
ministration to resolve these troubled affairs. He partic- 
ularly examines the Bay of Pigs fiasco, the building of 
the Berlin Wall, and of course, the Cuban Missile 
Crisis. It was not until later in his administration that 
Vietnam and Southeast Asia became a hot spot for 
Kennedy. Giglio also discusses Kennedy’s public and 
private relations with the international figures he had 
to work with, namely Khrushchev, De Gaulle and 
Adenauer. 

Kennedy did not enjoy the domestic side of the 
Presidency as much, but there were certainly problems 
at home for him to deal with. He fought to keep the 
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